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What we do

The American Heart Association and 
American Stroke Association is 
dedicated to fighting heart disease and 
stroke, our No. 1 and No. 5 killers. 

Who we are

We build healthier lives, free of 

cardiovascular diseases and 

stroke. 







Making an Impact

ÅBuild an Equitable, Sustainable Culture of Health 

ÅEngage Communities Through Events 

ÅAccelerate Scientific Knowledge ïBringing Science 
to Life 



Why Quality and Systems Improvement?

Researchers have made enormous progress in 
discovering what works best in treating patients with 

cardiovascular disease and stroke. However, findings 
arenôt always well communicated and implemented. 

The American Heart Association is working to change that by helping 
hospitals and health professionals know and follow proven protocols 

for treating cardiac and stroke patients ïin the pre -hospital, in-hospital 
and outpatient settings. 





Quality & Systems Improvement

ÅGet With The Guidelines®

ÅAccreditation/Certification

ÅMission: Lifeline®

ÅProfessional Resources 

ÅEducational Events

ÅPatient and Community Education





Å Improve quality through published recommendations for the ideal system of care

Å Assure processes that constantly evaluate patient care and recognize outcomes

Å Mission: Lifeline®STEMI Accreditation

Å Cardiovascular Center of Excellence 

Accreditation/Certification



Adapted from the American Heart Association. Get With The Guidelines; 2001. 

ÅImplement evidence -based 
care

ÅImprove communication

ÅEnsure compliance

Systems

Clinical 
Practice

ACC/AHA/HFS
A Guidelines
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Bringing Science to Life 

ÅImprove quality of 

care 

ÅImprove outcomes

ÅClinical trial 

evidence

ÅNational guidelines







National Recognition for Quality Care 


